
 

 

 
FDC Learning Academy 

ENGAGING FATHERS IN FDC 
Wednesday, February 23, 2011 

9:00am – 11:00 am (Pacific Time) 

 
 
9:00 – 9:05 a.m. Welcome and Opening Remarks 
   Phil Breitenbucher, M.S.W.  
 
 
9:05 – 9:20 a.m. Importance of Engaging Fathers in FDC 
   Phil Breitenbucher, M.S.W. 
 
 
9:20 – 9:40 a.m. Father Engagement Strategy: Male Recovery Support Specialist 
   Sanford (Sandy) Robinson  
 
 
9:40 – 10:10 a.m.   Father Engagement Strategy: Gender Responsive Treatment 
                         Dan Griffin, M.A  
 
 
10:10 – 10:30 a.m.   Questions and Discussion      
   Next Steps and Resources 
   Phil Breitenbucher, M.S.W. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*This project is supported by Award No. 2009-DC-BX-K069 awarded by the  
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Office of Justice Programs 
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P r e s e n t e r  B i o g r a p h i e s  

 
Phil Breitenbucher, M.S.W. 
 
Phil Breitenbucher currently serves as the Program Director for the Office of Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention Family Drug Court Technical Assistance program at 
Children and Family Futures. In this role, he is responsible for overall management of 
the program and coordinating the Family Drug Court efforts with the National Center on 
Substance Abuse and Child Welfare. Mr. Breitenbucher joined the staff of Children and 
Family Futures in February 2010 after 13 years of child welfare experience.  His child 
welfare experience includes the management of three Family Drug Court sites, four 
Family Resource Centers as well as various other diversion and early intervention 
programs.  He worked extensively in the planning and evaluation of Riverside County’s 
child welfare outcomes and System Improvement Plan (SIP).  
 
Mr. Breitenbucher has served as faculty to national organizations such as the National 
Council of Juvenile Court Judges and Family Court Judges, Child Welfare League of 
America, National Association of Drug Court Professionals and the American Humane 
Association.   
 
Mr. Breitenbucher holds a Masters Degree in Social Work from the California State 
University, San Bernardino with an emphasis in Public Administration. 
 
 
Sanford Robinson, Consultant 
 
For over twenty years Sanford (Sandy) Robinson has been at the forefront of the 
substance abuse field.  Mr. Robinson has worked in a myriad of programs including 
inpatient, outpatient, detoxification, integrated medical facilities and private practice.  
During this time he has served many different populations including adolescent 
intervention and prevention, HIV/AIDS, criminal diversion and most recently has 
specialized in the field of child welfare and substance abuse.  From 2001 – 2008, he 
served as the Director of the Specialized Treatment and Recovery Services (STARS) 
Program, a nationally recognized substance abuse case management program serving 
three drug courts in Sacramento, California.  In addition he acted as the STARS 
Dependency Drug Court, Juvenile Drug Court and Early Intervention Family Drug Court 
Liaison.  
 
Mr. Robinson currently serves as Director of Cottage Housing Inc. in Sacramento, an 
organization providing substance abuse treatment and housing to the homeless 
population, specifically families in reunification and ex offenders.  He is also a consultant 
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for the National Center on Substance Abuse and Child Welfare, providing training and 
education for Drug Courts and Child Welfare agencies across the United States. Mr. 
Robinson has spoken at numerous national conferences around the country including 
Washington D.C., Baltimore, Boston, Orlando, and Nashville.  He is a two-time recipient 
of the Sacramento County Health and Human Services Community Leader award.  He 
received his Bachelors from California State University, Sacramento and is a certified 
substance abuse counselor.   
 
 
Dan Griffin, M.A. 
 
Mr. Griffin has worked in the mental health and addictions field for over sixteen years. 
In early 2010, he started a consulting, training, and speaking business, Griffin Recovery 
Enterprises. He served as the state drug court coordinator for the Minnesota Drug Court 
Initiative, from 2002 to 2010, and was also the judicial branch’s expert on addiction and 
recovery. Griffin was awarded Hazelden’s first training fellowship for addiction 
counseling in 1998. He has worked in a variety of areas in the addictions field: research, 
case management, public advocacy, drug courts, teaching, and counseling. He is a 
faculty and subject matter expert for the National Drug Court Institute and serves as a 
consultant to several other national and state organizations. 
 
Mr. Griffin is the co-author of Helping Men Recover, the first comprehensive gender-
responsive curriculum for men with Dr. Stephanie Covington and Rick Dauer. Griffin’s 
groundbreaking new book, A Man’s Way through the Twelve Steps, is the first book to 
take a holistic look at men’s sobriety. Griffin’s graduate work was centered on the social 
construction of masculinity in the culture of Alcoholics Anonymous. 
 
The President’s Award winner in 2006 for leadership in the addiction and recovery field 
in Minnesota, Griffin lives in Minnesota and has been in long-term recovery since he 
graduated college in 1994.  
 


